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SUB J : CONVERSATION WITH RAFAEL CALVO SERRER 

1. RAFAEL CALVO SERRER, WHOM I'VE KNOWN OFF AND ON FOR SEVENTEEN 
YEARS BUT NOT SEEN FOR A LEAST FIVE OR SIX, VISITED ME JUNE 6 AND 
TOLD ME THE FOLLOWING: 

CALVO, A SOCIALIST, VIDAL BENEYTO, AND PCE SECRETARY 
GENERAL SANTIAGO CARRILLO MET JUNE 5 WITH PRESIDENT 
ECHEVERRIA FOR THREE HOURS. ECHEVERRIA GAVE HIS FULL 
SUPPORT TO A GROUP REPRESENTED BY THIS TRIO - LA JUNTA 
DEMOCRATA DE ESPANA - AND AUTHORIZED THEM TO ANNOUNCE THAT 
SUPPORT IN A PRESS CONFERENCE CALVO HAS SCHEDULED FOR 8 PM 
(EST) JUNE 6. CALVO IS ALSO AUTHORIZED TO SAY THE GOM IS 
PREPARED TO RECOGNIZE ANY POST-FRANCO SPANISH GOVERNMENT 
THAT APPEARS TO BE MOVING TOWARDS DEMOCRACY. 

2. CALVO DESCRIBED THE JUNTA DEMOCRATA AS A FRONT OF ALL 
DEMOCRATIC FORCES OPPOSED TO FRANCO. OF 23 EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL MEMBERS, ONLY 2 WERE COMMUNISTS. HE ARGUED THAT 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF SPAIN WAS RIGHTFULLY INCLUDED IN 
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OF DEMOCRATIC RULE, AND THAT THEY WOULD ALSO HONOR THE 
COMMITMENTS OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING MILITARY 
BASES COMMITMENTS TO THE US. THE PCE WAS THE STRONGEST 
ORGANIZED POLITICAL PARTY IN SPAIN; ITS INFLUENCE COULD 
BE SEEN IN THE "WORKERS' COMMISSION" WHICH CONTROLLED THE 
SPANISH WORKING CLASS. FURTHERMORE, UNLIKE THE PORTUGUESE 
COMMUNISTS, THEY WERE STRONGLY ANTI-SOVIET: IN 1968 
CARRILLO HAD VIROGOUSLY PROTESTED THE SOVIET INVASION OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

3. CAL VO SAID HE INTENDED TO RETURN TO MADRID IMMEDIATELY 
UPON FRANCO'S DEATH, WHICH HE BELIEVED IMMINENT ("A MATTER 
OF WEEKS"). HE WOULD REOPEN HIS NEWSPAPER, MADRID, (CLOSED 
IN 1971) AND ARGUE FOR A PLEBISCITE TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
SPAIN WOULD HAVE A REPUBLIC OR CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY. 
THE LATTER HE FELT VIABLE ONLY IF PRINCE JUAN CARLOS RE- 
SIGNED IN FAVOR OF HIS FATHER, DON JUAN. IN HIS OPINION 

JUAN CARLOS WAS UNACCEPTABLE FOR BEING "FRANCO S KING". 

DON JUAN WAS UNSPOILED AND SHOULD HEAD PROVISIONAL GOVERN- 
MENT TO SUPERVISE THE PLEBISCITE. 

4. COMMENT: CAL VO WILL BE IN WASHINGTON ON JUNE 9, AT THE 
COSMOS CLUB. I PROVIDED CALVO NAME OF IBERIAN AFFAIRS 
DIRECTOR LUKENS AND FSO EDWARD ROWELL. 

JOVA 
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